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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Lifelong Formation in Faith Spotlight – Networks of Lifelong Formation by John Roberto:  

 

John Roberto, Lifelong Faith Associates, explores fashioning faith 

around people’s faith journeys.  “We now have the ability to 

construct our own networks of learning, utilizing a variety of new 

technologies and the abundance of high-quality print, audio, video, 

and online resources that are readily available to us.  Learning 

networks not only provide access to a virtually endless array of 

opportunities that also offer us multiple points of entry, providing 

individualized pathways of learning and faith growth.” 

 

John adds to this but focusing on our parish communities, “What if we imagined lifelong faith 

formation as a network of relationships, content, experiences, and resources—in physical places 

and online spaces—for every stage of life organized around goals for maturing in faith for a 

lifetime?  (The movement away from a) one-size-fits-all system represents a huge shift for 

churches where faith formation programming is still designed in a one-size-fits-all style.  The 

assumption is that people of a certain age or stage of life learn in the same way, are in a similar 

place in their faith journey, have similar religious backgrounds, share common interests and 

learning needs, and, therefore, have the same religious and spiritual learning needs that can be 

addressed by one program.” 

 

Part one of this article is attached to this e-newsletter.  Attached please also find a faith/growth 

pathway for children and families as well as adults.  These examples come to us from the United 

Methodist Church but do allow a visual for how to apply this in your Catholic parish.   

 

Local Formation Opportunities for Leaders: 

 

CLADD/PCL November Roundtable Discussion  - November 16 at 

2:00 pm – Pastoral Accompaniment with Tom Quinlan (SJEC) and 

Amy Thorson (Alpha Iowa): 

 

In November the Department of Evangelization & Catechesis is teaming 

with the Saint Joseph Educational Center on an event that flows from our 

PCL Connect E-Newsletter 
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October session on recognizing parent barriers.  The November session focuses on Pastoral 

Accompaniment.  Amy Thorson and others from Alpha Iowa will share how to more effectively 

relate to people and journey with them.   

 

This pastoral skills session will be held on Tuesday, November 16th, from 2:00 - 3:30pm.  We 

will have an optional session following to discuss what we learned with colleagues in a round 

table session.   

 

To learn more about the digital event and to register, simply see the attached flyer.   

 

Thank you to Tom Quinlan at the Saint Joseph Educational Center and Amy Thorson at Alpha 

Iowa for providing this formation opportunity.   

 

Naming the Real Retreat Follow-up with retreat dates: 

 

There is still some time for you to prayerfully discern if God is calling you to participate in 

Cohort 3 small group led by Ignatian Spiritual Retreat Director, Becky Eldredge.   

 

Here are two videos which will give you some more information on why we are making this 

retreat widely available to lay leadership in our diocese. 

NTR promo video_Slides No VO.mp4 

 

NTR promo video - Becky.mp4 

 

We are available to visit with you on the phone to answer any questions you have.  Please call 

any one of us: 

 Patty Mayer – 515-964-3038 

 Kevin O’Donnell – 515-282-4839 

 John Gaffney – 515-490-7176 

 

To register please use the links below: 

 Cohort 3 is scheduled between 9:00 and 11:00 am on November 3, 10, and 17 (8 spots 

open) – Use this link to register 

 

Please feel free to invite someone another person who you feel this retreat will be helpful.   

 

Build the Bench – National Opportunities for you and your parish community be equipped 

for ministry: 

Webinar – November 9 at 2:00 or 7:00 pm – 

Franciscan Catechetical Institute 

Topic - Ways to make the most of your 

membership + how to focus on young adults 

creatively and successfully through the new 

Young Adults Track: 

 

https://beckyeldredge-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/kpowell/EQFpTnKchy1NvzSHunbAAsoBwUGwP4Nny0g2zd2rO6oZTQ?e=C9QSe6
https://beckyeldredge-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/kpowell/EeaItFdixopFoAIZIPv8_fcBl9X5rFawZgH2HUHLGpdkjQ?e=UGZolI
https://www.dmdiocese.org/events/naming-the-real-prayerfully-entering-a-post-pandemic-world---cohort-3-november-3-10-and-17?event=d5bdf758-6425-46c2-976f-4f4df7cfb87c


The Catechetical Institute is continuing its free and informative webinar series to answer the 

most commonly asked questions about successfully implementing www.FranciscanAtHome.com  

in parishes in creative and effective ways. 

 

They will be answering your questions, such as… 

 How do I get started in a workshop or help others to do so effectively? 

 Where can I track my own progress or others I lead? 

 How to use these workshops in groups? 

 What do you see other parishes doing to make this genuinely impactful and well-used? 

 What works to engage young adults effectively? 

 How is the new Young Adults Track designed to support that? 

 There will be an opportunity for Q&A at the end.   

 

Register today by selecting a time below 

Click here to register for Tuesday, November 9 at 2:00pm (Central Time) 

or 

Click here to register for Tuesday, November 9 at 8:00pm (Central Time) 

 

Any of Franciscan’s past webinars can be found here for free.  Please feel free to invite other staff or 

volunteers to register for this webinar.  .   

 

If you have not signed up for your free account, contact John and he will help onboard and get 

you started.   What are you waiting for?    

 

Twenty-Third and Pflaum Publishing Webinar Series - #2 Catechetical Old School – 

November 11 at noon Central Time: 

 

For those who find the digital experience a bit of overload, how do we share the message post-

COVID without so much reliance on technology?  What “old school” catechesis have we re-

discovered and come to appreciate?  Come and find out more with Lee Danesco, a DRE, Pastoral 

Associate and Twenty-Third Publications author.  Use this link to register.   

 

October and November Important Dates: 

 October 28 – Saints Simon and Jude 

 November 1 – All Saints Day 

 November 2 – All Souls Day 

 November 3 – Saint Martin de Porres 

 November 4 – Saint Charles Borromeo 

 November 7 – Daylight savings ends: fall back one hour 

 November 7-13 – Vocation Awareness Week (Prayer for Vocations) 

 November 11 – Veteran’s Day (Prayer for Deceased Veterans) 

 November 13 – Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini 

 November 14 – World Day of the Poor (Prayer for the Poor) 

 November 14 – Saint Gertrude the Great 

 November 15 – Saint Albert the Great 

http://www.franciscanathome.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iiklIlwwRUWm69WhTd--XA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_N9req5XFTGy7kGDbXk7PaA
https://franciscanathome.com/tutorials-and-pdfs
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OAinlSfES3mw-a6cO5e5Qw
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-simon-and-jude
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/solemnity-of-all-saints
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/commemoration-of-all-the-faithful-departed
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-martin-de-porres
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-charles-borromeo
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/upload/Prayer-for-Vocations-Card-2014.pdf
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-deceased-veterans/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-the-poor/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-gertrude-the-great
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-albert-the-great


 November 17 – Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

 November 21 – Christ the King, end of the liturgical year (A Novena to Christ the King) 

 November 22 – Saint Cecilia 

 November 24 – Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 

 November 25 – Thanksgiving (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 28 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of an Advent Wreath) 

 November 29 – Saint Clement 

 November 30 – Saint Andrew 

 

 
 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-elizabeth-of-hungary
https://www.usccb.org/religious-liberty/christ-king-2021-novena
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-cecilia
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew-dung-lac-and-companions
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-clement
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew

